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Tyting Farm gets new lease ot life

Acamyprign fo save Tyting Farm fronm !Jl'.!.'ﬁ,g sald !hﬁr B s with I::-I'-'f-fﬂ,',l‘i'-'nf Beerarigh Connell keeping ihﬁfmﬂﬂﬂ
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Iy Mike Russell

A RUNNING battle o keep a
councl farm i public owne-
ship has been won aller a move
tey sl BE o the private secior
wag phandoned.

Tyting Fanm had Seen car-
marked for sale, either ns a
whole or in idividual plots,
since the new vear.

Howeves, o growp of senior
decislon-making councillors
at Guildfiord Borough Couneil
peecformmesd o useen last week
and research i being con-
ducted into renting the farm
with the authority keeping the
Frecliold.

Although the process [or
Tuoror thwe lamd will be put up for
rent &5 nat yet clear, front run-
mers 0 take on Tyting Farm are
Surrey Wildlife Trust (SWT ad
county  Farmér  Laurenee
Manthews.

A SWT project at the farm
wilzed between 50 Marthas
and Mewlancds Cormer could
soe around 20 ko 30 cattle grae-
imge The Land.

EW T bas also pledged o make

a wvardery of environmeonial,
witthife  and  countryside
improvements o te land while
Pyt @ e ppaerCom rent,

Adwugh run as 3 charity
wilh the aim of conzerving
wildlife and couniryside in
Surrey, [l Bagton om SWT
told & meeting of Gulldlord
councils Executive O
Tharsday st week that Tyting
Farm would pemain true o its
raots under the trusts plan.

0w aim is 1o work with the
council ta keep it as a farm,”
she explained, “1t's wvital we
keap femers in Sumey”

Part of any SWI projecs
coutld ges zome of the Tand sub-
let e @ Gumer,

Mearvwhile, Me Matthews,
ong of Surrevs most successiel
farmers, is likely to graze
arcund 80 cawle, possibly
meore, and mn Tying Farm as
part ©f his agrl-
cultiral business
which aiso oper-
ates e other
parts of the
oLty

Mr Matthews
could aller

Interested tenants press for action plan

THE falrest way that Tyiing
Farm ean be put up fog rent
will he  examined  ihas
WEEK.,

Straight after the meot-
ing which spared the {arm
from Being =old, concern
was rabsed that n process
For it b Be loased needed o
bre past i place,
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A move by Lib Dem coun-
cillar Vivienne lolfson (o
“pall " the Tyiing Farm
chescision means other coun-
clltors will get the charce
gxamine hew 3 Jeasing
prOcess will e,
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Scrutiny Commities,

fohnson has sald "fuzther
clarificatian is necded of the
decisinn, the objectves and
thee process 11 ihe counel! s
o achievy I8 aims for the
farm.

Swrray [armer Laurcnce
patthews saied b would B
keen b lake onoa lense m
fom the land.

Cm s — o

“The coultcll meeds to
saake ielear wiat it would
be locking [or oul of any
lense  afrangement,” My
blatthews said.

“1'm definitely interested
in leasing thie farm hut sa
far it seems 0 be wrong
o ome that the council
has  only  been alking
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exclissively B Surrey “We want o siart pulling
Wildlife Trust regarding topether our ideas  as
any lease or lenamey  soon  as  possible”  she
arrngemenia” e,

With the prospect of the The Community
farm being sold removed, Jl - Developmeni Struliny

i ton fioan Suorrey WilidlEGe
Traast saicl ie wonslel hold dis-
cussions this  week about
its bidd for e Jeass

Conimities wis due 40 et
Lzl pight (Thursdoy) o dis
cuss how rthe lease process
shoull progesd,

conservation bepelits at Tyting
Farm as he already rans six
envirbRmental projects.

His Iz the latest offer away
from a szle of the site o huve
Drzerny mmade to the council.

pE Malthews' track recocd in
Favebng amed whal he couwbd
achieve 3t Tyling Farm has

been  praised by National
Farmers” Union Sauih East
regional  dicector Willinm
White.

Andy Marchadl, chaiman of
the Surrey Cownly Agricaliiral
Sociery,  alse  pralsed  Mr
pottkews’ farnung ability ac
the counci mweting.

He also pushed hard for
these af the head of agriculooe
im Swerey o be given an equal
Tty

I wiounld ask vou (the coun-
cill o be propaed o sllow
interested farmess to owline

their proposals.” Mr Marshall
adided.

Slnes  Tyiing  Farm was
thregtened with being sold, a
large campaign grokep has bl
up with thee alme of preventing
the move, which could have
geery the laod offoadled Tor
around £2.25 million.

Chairnzan of the Save Tyling
Farm Campalgo, John Rigs,
deseribed staviog off the salein
favour of o lease as a fantastic
oleome.

“Hurrey Wildlife Troal andd
[aurence bMaithews, a highly
respectad and suocessful local
farmer, both put forwand meally
exciling proposels 0 con-
pletely restore and renovisie i b
Farmt and keep it i frming,”
fr Rigg =aid.

"Obviously we will kerp &
carelul eye on the progress of
oy lease neetiations



